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Sermon on the Mount – The Beatitudes (Part 3) 
 

Throughout the beatitudes thus far, we have been challenged by the words of our Lord and Saviour to live a life that is to be worthy of the calling 

that He has put before us.  We are being called to live a life that is holy, a life that is perfect, and a life that is different from that of this world.  We 

have been challenged to put off the old self and to become a new creation in Him so that through the Holy Spirit we are able to live out this calling.  

The following beatitude challenges us to engage the world by being peacemakers and in so doing we shall be called sons of God. 

Read Matt 5:3-12 

1. What does it mean to make peace? 

- Not being at war, not at conflict, compromising 

- It does not mean easy going, or peace at any price (compromising) 

- It means reconciliation 

- Avoidance of war or conflict does not make peace as it does not solve the source of the problem 

- It is outward focused – thinking about others and not yourself 

- Making peace is not a matter of natural disposition.  It is not something that we naturally want to or are able to do. 

 

2. What does it mean to be a son of God (Jn. 8:39-44) and why is it that the peacemakers will be called the sons of God?  

- In Jewish thought, the word “son” often means partaker of the character of.  So being called a son of God would mean that we 

partake of the character of God.  That we would exhibit the characteristics of God in our own lives.  So it means more than being a 

child of God. 

- The culture back then would also provide some additional meaning to the word “son”.  As your profession or vocation would most 

likely follow that of your father.  So if your father was a carpenter, you would most likely be a carpenter also.  

- So in being a “son of God” we should be like God, we should be doing the things that he does and our character should exemplify 

His. 

- 1 Thes. 5:23, Heb 13:20 – If God is the God of peace, it is fitting that peacemakers would be called the sons of God 

- What does the “God of peace” mean? 

- 2 Cor. 5:17-19, Col. 1:19-20 – God has been reconciling men to Him through Christ.  We have been given this message of 

reconciliation to bring to the world. 

- It is a fitting blessing that peacemakers would be called the sons of God.  That as peace makers, Christians should be actively 

involved in bringing people to Christ so that all men may be at peace with God. 

- True sons of God would be seeking to do what the Father has done.  Matt. 5:44-45 call us to love our enemies so that we may be 

called sons of God.  That while we were enemies of God, He reconciled us to himself through the immense sacrifice of His son. 

- With respect to recent trends concerning the goodness or love of God covering over all sins some may be inclined to think of the 

peace of God along the same lines.  These trends have diluted the word of God in an attempt to make the gospel message more 

acceptable to non-believers, but in fact that they are preaching is no gospel at all.  These trends have neglected to take into account 

very clear teaching in Scripture that speak to the justice and righteousness of God.  The gospel message will ultimately divide 

Christians and non-Christians as we will see when we discuss persecution.  Matt 10:34 says that “Christ did not come to bring peace, 

but a sword”.  So as far as we are able, let us strive to make peace, but let us not compromise the truth that is found in Scripture. 

 

3. How do we become peacemakers?  

- The Spirit empowers us to be peacemakers 

- Rom. 8:14 

i. We must be led by the Spirit 

ii. Being a peacemaker is not something that we can be without the Spirit. 

iii. It is the outworking of being filled by God (hunger and thirst for righteousness for they will be filled) 

iv. Only a man with a pure heart can be a peace maker 

1. From Study on being pure in heart, we have learned that our hearts are evil and anything good that 

comes from it is from the Lord 

2. Matt. 15:18-20 – “…For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, 

false testimony, slander…” 

3. Jer. 17:9 – “The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure…” 

4. Phil. 2:13 – “For it is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose” 

- We must learn when and when not to speak 

- Jas. 1:19-20 – We must learn not to speak, but learn to control our tongues 

i. Our relationships and society would be much better off we all learned to control our tongues. 

ii. For example, avoid the temptation to reply when anything is said to you.  Our natural disposition is to reply and 

express ourselves, or to retaliate.  But the Christian man who is pure in heart, and who is meek is not self seeking. 
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iii. Do not repeat things that you know will do harm.  Unworthy or unkind things are not worth repeating to anyone 

iv. We can look to the example of Christ, that when he was being falsely accused, he did not retaliate, nor did he 

speak out in defense of himself 

- We must consider others and view situations in light of the gospel 

- Phil. 2:3-4 – We must consider others and what the implications may be in any situation. 

i. The example here is of Christ, who humbled himself for our sake. 

ii. Christ humbled himself and came to do the will of the Father…to reconcile man to God. 

- We must now actively go out and make peace 

- Matt. 5:43-48 – We must learn to love our enemies 

- Prov. 25:21-22 – We must meet the needs of our enemy…yes physically, but spiritually as well 

i. Heap burning coals 

1. Does not mean if we do this that God will enact punishment on our enemies.  We are called to love our 

enemies and in doing so with the motivation to punish them seems contrary to what we are commanded 

to do. 

2. The burning coal is associated with the cleansing of sin (Isa. 6:5-7)  

3. In loving our enemies they will see the gospel through our actions and hopefully will come to repentance 

and be cleansed from their sin 

 

As Paul teaches in Romans 12:18, "so far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone".  Has the Spirit placed in your heart the name of 

someone who you need to make peace with or perhaps the name of someone who needs to be reconciled to God? 

 

As we strive to point people to Christ, so that they may be reconciled to God, we will face opposition.  Christ teaches that if we are truly living out the 

characteristics defined in the beatitudes, we will undoubtedly face persecution.  “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 

 

4. From Matt. 5:10-12, why should Christians expect persecution in their lives? 

- Persecution because of righteousness 

- Persecution because of Christ 

- 2 Tim 3:12 – Because we are living godly lives that are contrary to the society that we live in.  When we stand out or are different 

from what the world considers “normal”, persecution will be present. 

- Jn. 15:18-25 

- Because we do not belong to the world 

- The persecutors also hate the Father 

-  “No servant is greater than the master” - Because the world persecuted Christ, we too shall be persecuted.  We should not 

expect that we can do more, or be better than Christ so that there would be no persecution.  Christ was and is perfect. 

- We are persecuted because of Christ’s name 

- Christ was persecuted for no reason 

- The world hated Christ and persecuted him and now that they cannot persecute him, they persecute his followers 

- Matt. 10:34 – 36 

- Christ’s work will in effect cause a division, a division between a father and his son, between a mother and her daughter; in 

fact his enemies will be from among his own household.  For there will be a clear cut division between the Christian and the 

non-Christian.  Christians are called to be different and in doing so will be persecuted. 

- Christ is saying that even within our family, the closest relationships that we have, there will be conflict because of Him 

- Christians will be cut off from their families and from their communities 

- Lk. 6:26 – We should consider the kind of life that we are living if we never encounter persecution.  If we are living lives that are true 

to Christ, we will be persecuted just like the prophets who were before us (Matt. 5:12). 

 

5. We are to rejoice and be glad when we are faced with persecution for the sake of Christ.  Why is that and how do we go about doing 

it?   

- We need to see the ultimate value and worth of Christ 

- The Christian must not retaliate, for the Lord did not do so.  We must not sulk or take pity on ourselves.  We are not called to just 

grin and bear it, nor should we pretend that we enjoy it. 

- We are not to rejoice at the mere fact of persecution.  If we rejoice in persecution in and of itself, we are being prideful and stating 

that we are somehow better than others or more spiritual because we are being persecuted and others are not. 

- We should see persecution and grieve, for men and women are being deceived and dominated by Satan that they would behave in 

such a manner 

- WHY? 

- Matt. 5:12 
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i. If we are being persecuted for the sake of Christ, rejoice and be glad that we know that we are like the prophets 

before us, who are now rejoicing in glory for all eternity.  This persecution is proof of our calling and sonship. 

ii. As discussed in 2, we can rejoice in knowing that we have become identified with Christ.  We are living our lives 

like Christ…we are being treated as our Lord was treated 

iii. ‘Great is your reward in heaven’ – persecution for the sake of Christ also proves that we are destined for heaven.  

By being persecuted, the world is telling us that we are different, that we are not part of this world, and that we 

belong to a different realm. 

- 2 Cor. 4:17-18 

i. We can rejoice and be glad knowing in knowing that what awaits us in heaven is an eternal glory 

- We are to rejoice and to be glad because persecution identifies us with Christ.  For we know that we are being made perfect 

just as He is perfect.  Knowing where we are ultimately headed is also a source of our joy. 

- HOW? 

- 2 Cor. 4:17-18 

i. We must fix our eyes on what is unseen 

- Col. 3:1-4 

i. We need to set our hearts and minds on the things above 

ii. That we may be with him in glory 

- Christians should always be thinking about eternity for “theirs is the kingdom of heaven” 

 

 

 

 

6. To what extent have you been persecuted for anything?  To what extent have you been persecuted for Christ? 

 

 

 

 

 

To live as a citizen of the Kingdom of God means to live out the beatitudes in our lives.  As the beatitudes have taken us from repentance to 

persecution, Christ teaches us that we are not of this world, but that we belong to the Kingdom of Heaven.  Christ has taught us not how to be 

happy, but instead teaches us how to be blessed.  We can rest assured in the promises of God regardless of the happiness we may experience or the 

persecution that we persevere through.  For we know that there is a greater glory in store for us; a glory that words cannot describe; a glory so rich 

that we cannot even fathom.  The glory of being able to see God and the eternal blessing of being in His presence for all eternity. 

 

 


